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» Saraswat
Bank

Saraswat Co-operative Bank Ltd.
(Scheduled Bank)

Manage your Housing Society &
Commercial Complex needs with...

Saraswat Bank
Society Connekt
Package

EH Quick

Payments

Online Management
of Society Data

App available with Saraswat Bank
Society Account

Automated
Maintenance Billing

SMS & E-Mail
Notification

) Society ‘ Society
L\ VALUE PRIME

Bank Statement
View

@ Virtual
Account

Track Accounting
of the Society

® Start with our Welcome Gifts

® Go Cashless
Hassle free maintenance payments with
Society Connekt App

= Society Accounting made Easy i0S & Android
Mobile Admin dashboard for Effortless Accounting For more details, contact your nearest branch

or visit

www.saraswatbank.com
www.saraswatbank.com | f O X in www.scbsocietyconnekt.com

T&C Apply, July 2025
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Everything you need to know about community composting

and its benefits for housing societies

Around 60% to 70% of waste produced daily in Used paper plates/cups, food-soiled pape
cities like Pune PCMC and Mumbai is wet waste or (excluding $yrofoam), egg cartons
organic, biodegradable waste. Paper towels and tissues

It is extremely illogical for this waste to be dumped Grass clippings, leaves, dried flowers, grass, cu

into landfills, if it can be treated at home or in the flowers, weeds
backyard. Not only does it reduce the pressure on
landfills, but also proves to be profitable to societies
and individuals.

Cardboard boxes, unpainted non-treated wood an
plywood, sawdust, old notebooks (plastic free)

, , , Dry cat/dog food

Composting helps to disposef ofet waste in a _ ) -
productive waycreating sustainable gardens, and also ~ Main types of ‘at home composting
provides the opportunity for societies to generate extra Vermicomposting means decomposing waste b
income by the sale of compost fertilizitrenriches the  using earthworms (red wigglers and red worms). It i
soil quality helping it retain moisture and reduces the richer in nutrients and composts faster than regular he
waste volume handed over to the government, which iscomposting, which is done in bigger containers unde
already struggling pitiably to process Indiphenomenal  the sunAerobic composting is traditional composting
waste generation (1.50 lakh metric tonnes daily). in the presence of microganisms exposed to air

Most people are repelled by the idea of composting Composting tools include bins, tumblers and counterto

because they are uninformed and presemtaents like,  ©/SCLC COMPOSers.

‘compost smells’, ‘composting is messy’, ‘it takes too Easiest DIY way of composting at home
long to compost anythingAll of these facts are right if There should be a Carbon : Nitrogen ratio of 30:1
composting is done improperly without the right in your compost, three parts brown waste to one pal
initiation. Let’s get right to it. green waste.

What is organic waste? Pick a medium-sized earthen or plastic containe

It's biodegradable (green waste) natural waste and drill 5-6 holes on the sides (more if the container i
materials (from plants and animals) that can be brokenbigger).

down into simpler components, carbon dioxide, Place newspapers and cardboard under th
methane, wateby natural processes such as composting, container to contain any seepage.

aerobic/ ar\aeroblc dlgestlon. Line the bottom of the container with soil or
What is composting? shredded newspaper

When the gganic waste is decomposed, treated and Start adding alternate layers of green waste an
recycled to create nutrient-rich soil fertilizer and prown wasteYou can also introduce half composted
conditioner it's called composting. & natural and  materials like buttermilk or cow dung to kickstart the

bi0|0gica|. process.
What is consideed organic waste? Cover the top with plastic, cloth or wooden planks.
* Nitrogen rich waste (green waste) Depending on the aeration and the type of waste
* Cooked and uncooked food/leftovers (including Yyour compost will be ready when it turns into a thick,
crushed eggshells) dark brown, earthy-smelling sludge.
* Vegetable/fruit skin, seeds, dry snacks, grains, The pile shouldr’be too hot or cold and properly
bread crumbs, dairy products aerated. It usually takes two months for the above liste

process to produce completely ready compgeti

. should turn the compost pile every 4-7 days. Use a trow:
Coffee grounds, used tea powder and tea bags 1, gjig into the lower layers where you should add frest

* Carbon rich waste (brown waste) piles of green/brown wast®#hen the pile shrinks to

* Juice, old wine, fruit core

d aregeda oot 203y



half the size and the waste is unrecognisable, yourchambers for dférent stages of decomposition and an
compost is ready outlet for compost tea (liquid fertilizer from active
The Don’ts of composting at home compost pile)The C:N ratio of what goes inside still
pplies (as per the user manual). Prices range from |
000-Rs 13,000 per unitou’ll need to buy a few based
on the number of waste on the dailye turnaround

Do not use meat, bones, fatty foods, grease, see
producing weeds and daifffhey take longer to break

and attract flies. : : . :
, _ time for compost tumblers is four to six weeks if the
Don’t add pet feces and diseased garden plants. iy is right. But its a highly afordable option for
Do not use compost bins as a place to dump greenhousing societies. Even ten tumblers can get you dece
waste haphazardlyhis is a curated process. results for 200 apartment units.

Do not add big chunks. Cut down all waste into Organic waste converter (OWC) :

smaller pieces. For societies that donprefer manual composting
Do not throw away wet waste not fitting in the pile. and have no space for compost piles and multipl
Maintain multiple compost bins at the same time. tumblers, there the alternative to use fully automatic
Community composting organic waste convertershey produce compost in 24
hours and can deal with g quantities of wet waste
generated dailyModels can range from processing
power of 5 to 10 batches daily with a capacity of 25-10(
kg waste. Manual converters take at least 15 days
produce the same resuksgood quality electric OWC
can cost between Rs 3.5 lakh to Rs 4.5 lakh and abov

Societies of today understand that waste is an asset
not an inconveniencelhe scope of community
composting starts from backyard composting in housing
societies but can extend to entire neighborhoods and
town/city communities, entailing, closed-loop (for
society only) as well as commercial and scalable : ) . |
initiatives. From maintaining worm farms to static pile Semi automatic machines could cost between Rs 1.5
composting, from Bokashi method to turned windrow Rs 2 lakh.
style, or just simple in-vessel composting, the options Tax benefits on compost wet waste produced b
are diverse. Green living, cleanliness drives, resourceHousing society
stewardship, and eco friendly waste management Housing societies that produce over 100 kg of wast
education and installations have been the tell-tale and have an area of 20,000 sq meters are required r
characteristics of active and mindful communities. only to segregate dry and wet waste but also do on-si

A society can start with a manually operated disposal. In cities like Pune, the governmentferafg _
outdoor composters placed inside its garden or investa 10% for the year 25/26 property tax rebate to housin

in an OganicWaste Converter (OWC). Letexplore ~ societies that compost wet waste and up to 7% rebate
both ideas. a society gives zero garbage to PMC. Such heav

incentivisation could become the norm across the
country, if citizens actively participate in waste
management self-starter initiatives. Other than that

While we understand that open pile composting
may not be the ideal way to compost due to space

constraints in residential societies, in-vessel composting : : . :
theres always a little profit to be made by sellingamic
can be less of a hassle. . .
compost in farmers markets or even online. Eventually
Compost tumblers are barrels on stands (or roundine OWC would pay for itself.
bins with no assembly) and require 5-6 spins every
couple of days or a daily roll each dagpending on e
the modelYou'll have models with the option of dual ~ afufra SRt (s 3.)

YHUHTY @ CLLLLORYWY
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ELDER LINE

NATIONAL HELPLINE FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
Call Toll-Free

14567
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_ELDER LINE
214567
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@WWWW)S. Y,
[W,W,Wﬁm\ AT qaa\

&N UTaier ded et ST B @ ameTR, TRep AR
\_ \F&mﬁamﬁmasa?m. Y,

WE'RE HERE FOR YOU

4 ASK US (ol Age Homes, N
Caregiver Services,
\_ QUESTIONS \_ Activity Centres & more. Y,
4 WE'LL STEP \J:> 4 Intervention for abused h
UP FOR YOU and abandoned elderly.
N\ \_ J
( 4 )
WE PROVIDE On legal and pension
GUIDANCE related issues.
& - 4
(" WE ALWAYS \J::> (" Speak o us for any R
LISTEN emotional support.
N\ \_ J
Projects of Janaseva Foundation, Pune

e Old Age Homes e Eye Hospital e World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
® Destitute Rehabilitation Centre ® Mobile Health Units & Health Camps ® Integrated Care for Older People (ICOPE)
® Elder Line - 14567 o National Health Mission (NHM) e | ate Mrs. Kanchanben Birabhai Shah
® Regional Resource & Training Centre (RRTC)  ® Century Club (Chokhawala) Sanskrutik Bhavan
® Skill Development Centre ® Day Care Centre ® Physiotherapy Centers
® Anubhav - | Radio for Senior Citizens ® | ong Term Care Centre ® Constructions of Toilets
e Rural Hospital e Celebrating International Day of \ o Village Development
® Naturopathy Centre Older Persons - Anand Melava ® Meet the Stalwart Program
o Tree Plantation e R. O. Water Plants ® Nursing School
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